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Message from the Chief — By Fire District Chief  Bill Colwell 

In a letter to the Missoula Rural Fire District (MRFD) Board of Trustees (BOT) during 

the January Board meeting, I announced my planned retirement from MRFD in  

September of 2017. The BOT visited in executive session and then voted in open  

session to advertise internally for candidates to assess for the new Fire District Chief.  

 

During the February 2017 BOT Meeting, the 

MRFD Board accepted applications from four  

qualified candidates to assess for the position 

of the new Fire District Chief.  The four inter-

nal candidates are: Assistant Chief Brent 

Christopherson, Deputy Chief Chris Newman, 

Battalion Chief Blaine Cowan, and Captain 

Paul Finlay.  The process for assessment and 

interview of the Chief Candidates is currently 

being finalized by MRFD’s BOT. The evalua-

tion will focus around an application process 

and review, pre-work assignment and presen-

tation, and an interview and evaluation con-

ducted by MRFD’s Board of Trustees.   

For the interviews and presentations, the planned time is during the last week of April. 

 

I plan to retire in late summer and will work through an orientation/training time with the 

new Fire District Chief during June, July, and into August. Having four internal qualified 

candidates apply to be the next Fire District Chief after I retire presents a wonderful  

opportunity for advancement in the Fire District and a transition of leadership in the  

organization.  I look forward to assisting the BOT during their process and welcoming 

the new Fire District Chief. Entering this process during the early spring and into the 

summer is truly symbolic of the potential growth in the future of MRFD and a change in 

leadership. 

 

Enjoy the Spring! 

 

Fire District Chief 

Bill Colwell 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

                

WHEN:  Saturday, Mar 11th and Saturday, Apr 8th  

 10:00 a.m — 3:00 p.m. 

 Appointment  is  Required !  
 

WHERE: MRFD Station #1 

 2521 South Ave West 
 

If you, or someone you know, would like to have help in getting a child’s 
car seat or booster seat inspected/installed, please contact Station 1 

at 549-6172 to schedule a free appointment!  

 
Donovan Muir was injured February 1, 2017 when ice and snow slid from the 

roof of the home he and Nicole Gariono share on Connolly Loop near Turah.  

MRFD Station #4 and Medic 4 were called to the scene.  Lieutenant Pete 

Giardino, Engineer Cooper Berry, along with Resident Firefighters Ryan Mitchel 

and Nate Schweitzer arrived at  

the scene on 341 and stabilized      

Donovan’s neck and spine.  They 

worked from a safe position and 

finished digging him out from    

under a pile of ice and snow.    

The ice and snow had slid from  

the roof hitting him and knocking 

him down and pinning him to the 

ground.  Nicole had started the 

process of digging him out and 

called for help when she realized 

Donovan was injured.  Donavan 

was stabilized and back boarded for transport by Medic 4 to the hospital.  He 

suffered a concussion, bruised ribs and pelvis, and an injured upper leg, but 

was later released to home.  Nicole called Station #1 and extended her compli-

ments for the kind, thorough, and professional response by the 341 crew.     

Donovan also was very complimentary and was ruled alert and oriented as he 

recognized Pete and called him as Lieutenant Giardino from his uniform. Good 

job guys!   A situational awareness tip as well: careful of those snow and ice 

overhangs on roofs; there is a lot of potential energy stored in the that snow 

and ice. 



 

 

 

Attention 

Volunteers and  

Residents!  
 

  
As of February 2017, please note 
that ALL volunteer and resident 
hours need to be recorded in the 

electronic TeleStaff system. 
 

If you have any questions, please 
ask the engine crew on duty to 
help you record your hours for 

your shift time, call back support 
for incidents, and training. 

 
All hours are required to be  

entered into TeleStaff by the 
5th of each month. 

BOT Meetings 

 

The following is not a complete record. Contact 
Heidi at Station 1 if you would like a complete 
copy of meeting minutes. 
 

BC’s OPERATIONS REPORT:  Battalion Chief 
Dan Merritt reported:   We have currently had over 
300 calls for service for this year.  Some of the sig-
nificant calls that we have had lately included a fully 
involved structure fire in the Hayes Creek area, 
which occurred when it was very cold outside and 
we ended up freezing some of our equipment; on 
1/19/2017, we had the fatality fire that we responded 
to on Mount Ave; and just recently, we responded to 
a  fatal motor vehicle accident.  Regarding our com-
munity efforts, we have a final Operation Warm 
event for this season scheduled to take place soon 
at the Target Range school, and we have completed 
two car seat events since the last Board meeting.  
We had two ice rescue training courses out in Lolo, 
which recertified a total of 15 technicians.  The train-
ing office brought in Mr. Mike Richardson from Louis-
ville, KY, who taught a total of 60 people during three 
mini-classes on 2/10/2017, and then an all-day semi-
nar on 2/11/2017, regarding thermal imaging camer-
as and thermal dynamics.   This included attendees 
from Great Falls, as well as from other agencies 
across the state.  On behalf of the Local 2457, the 
Fire on Ice tournament took place on 2/11/2017:  we 
believe that we had record crowds and the Union 
was able to raise approximately $3,000.00 to support 
the Burn Foundation.  And, we are happy to report 
that our team won their game – in overtime! 
 
STAFF REPORTS:  Assistant Chief Brent Chris-
topherson reported:  Captain Forest Brown and 
FF/Paramedic Cory Horsens have been working to 
produce a brand-new MRFD customer survey card: 
these will be available for the crews to hands out, 
as well as for the public to access on our new web-
site.  The feedback from these surveys should pro-
vide us with insight about the service that we are 
providing to the public and how we did, especially to 
expand on the positives or to make other improve-
ments.  We should be hearing back regarding our 
communications grant application through the As-
sistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) soon.  The total 
grant package that we have requested is nearly 
$600K in total value:  if we get approved for this it 
will be very exciting, and it should make a signifi-
cant impact in a positive way for our operations. 
This will especially improve our communications in 
larger buildings, as well as when we are responding 
along the Highway 12 and Highway 200 corridors.  

 



 

 

Born to Robb and  
Karen Hollenbeck on Feb. 3rd,  

 

Cy Hollenbeck 

Cy weighed in at 8 lbs, 6 oz. and was 
21 inches long.    Baby and family 

are all doing well. 
 

Congratulations to 
Robb and Karen! 

The MRFD Volunteer 
Association is in the process of 

finalizing plans for the 2017 
Awards Banquet. 

 

It is their intent to strive to have 
this event during a warmer time 

of year, to make it more 
enjoyable and accessible for our  

career, volunteer, and retired  
personnel. 

 

We are trying to plan for April 
2017.  A paper mailing will be 
sent out to our personnel once 

all the details are in place. 

 

As discussed during the March 2017 
monthly Board meeting: 

 

The Smokescreen will now be on a 
quarterly mailing cycle, to be sent out 

March, June, September and December 
of each year. 

 

Immediate news will be posted online at our website: 

mrfdfire.org 

http://mrfdfire.org/
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